JOHN   FISHER
bated the first approaches of Lutheranism together. When
in 1524 the King wrote his book against Luther and in
defence of the Sacraments, it was Fisher who replied to
Luther's counterblast. He wrote copiously in the years
following Luther's final breach with the Church in 1520,
and his books remained standard quarries for later genera-
tions of controversialists. In these books he was very soon
concerned with the teaching authority of the Church and
with the position of the Pope, not only as supreme guardian
of revealed doctrine, but as the spiritual head of Christen-
dom. The Turks, led by the great Sultan, Solomon the
Magnificent, were sweeping onward. Rhodes fell in 1521,
and the Knights of St. John were driven westwards to find a
new island base at Malta* From many expressions Fisher
shows how he felt Christendom to be besieged, driven back
into a small corner of Europe with all Africa still waiting to
have the Gospel preached there. He had no illusions about
the need for a thorough reform of the Papal Court. He
wrote, after replying to Luther:
" I do not however say this as if I were unwilling that
the Pope or his Court should be reformed, if there is
anything in their life divergent from the teaching of
Christ. The people speak much against them, I know
not with what truth. Still, it is constantly repeated that
things are so. Would then that, if there is anything
amiss, they would reform themselves, and remove the
scandals from the souls of the weak. For it is greatly
to be feared, unless they do so quickly, that Divine
vengeance will not be long delayed. It is not, however,
fitting that the Emperor or Lay Princes should attempt
such a matter, and reduce them to a more frugal mode
of life."
But he was not in any doubt about the primacy and juris-
diction of the Pope, and here was the matter where he was
to incur the enmity of the King.
Early in 1527 Wolsey and Warham, as Papal Legate and
Archbishop of Canterbury, asked for the opinions of the
other bishops, whether the Pope could lawfully give a dis-
pensation for a man to marry his brother's widow, or was
such a marriage one of the things prohibited by the divine
law and therefore beyond a dispensation? Fisher replied
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